
Japan’s climate has long nurtured a sensibility 

attuned to the unseen—a quiet awareness of shifts in 

humidity, wind, sound, and shadow. Within this 

ambiguity between human and natural realms, the 

concept of Yokai emerges—not as monsters to fear, 

but as expression of sensitivity

 

This project explores the possibility of designing a 

landscape that invites the presence of Yokai. 

Through subtle manipulations of terrain and 

carefully curated planting, the site becomes a field 

of spatial fluctuations. These fluctuations reveal the 

quiet “voices” of the environment—those that often 

go unnoticed but shape our emotional and sensory 

experience of place.

 

Rather than presenting Yokai as fixed forms, the 

garden allows them to emerge through the shifting 

conditions of the natural world. It is a responsive 

landscape—one that breathes, rustles, and 

shimmers. The garden becomes a perceptual device, 

awakening the visitor’s senses to the delicate and 

transient qualities of the environment.

 

In this space, yokai Yokai are not seen directly—

they are felt. Born from the fluctuations of 

perception, they invite us to experience the world 

with a deeper, more nuanced awareness.

Yokai Mapping: 
Sensing the Invisible
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