LET’S DINE TOGETHER

Project Brief

Let's Dine Together proposes a 7-metre-diameter sunken table
garden that invites people to descend into the landscape and share
a meal while reflecting on the act of eating — and on the quiet
theatre of life that continues around us. Pollen drifts through shafts
of sunlight; bees hover and land with purpose; small creatures
forage at the table’s edges, unbothered by our presence. The
project reminds us that we are not above this ecology but within
it — participants rather than observers.

Atthe heartofthe design, acircular woodentabletop sits level with the
surrounding ground, its surface resting directly on the soil. Circular
openings puncture the table, allowing edible plants to grow through
and occupy its central ring, transforming the table itself into a living
garden. A continuous bench wraps around the perimeter below
grade, inviting visitors to gather, rest, and engage with the space.
From this lowered position, one’s gaze aligns with the base of shrubs,
trees, and flowers growing from the table, shifting the perspective
from an overhead view of nature to an intimate encounter with it.

This garden is conceived as a shared habitat — a place for all
beings in the Reford Gardens: grain for people, blossoms for
insects, grasses and berries for animals, and clear water for birds.
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LET’S DINE TOGETHER

2x6 footing plate
2x4 pressure treated wood

exterior grade plank
exterior grade wood board
soil
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Big Table for Sharing

At the center of the ring sits a tabletop constructed from exterior-
grade wooden boards, each measuring 1 x 1 meter. Four sizes of
circular openings are cut through the surface, allowing plants to
emerge directly from the soil below and grow through the table.
One large opening contains a shallow stainless-steel basin that
provides safe drinking water for birds and small mammals, while
the others are planted with edible and stagger-blooming species
that offer color and texture throughout the seasons. Visitors are
invited to sow seeds and observe their growth over the course of the
exhibition, becoming active participants in the evolving landscape.

The tabletop and the excavated pit are intentionally offset, creating
areas of varying depth for seating and rest. The deepest point offers
a comfortable reclining space. the overall excavation is limited to
0.4-0.7 meters—just enough to establish a sunken seating zone.
Footrests at different heights ensure that both adults and children
can sit comfortably, while small animals can also find perches
around the edge. The circular retaining walls are built from pressure-
treated wood plank, designed for easy removal and reuse once
the exhibition concludes, emphasizing the project’s commitment to
adaptability and sustainability.
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