
COEXIST
Practicing togetherness

Coexist - Practicing togetherness is a multi-species framework for living, 
an experiment of a potential future triggered by the harmonious integra-
tion of its components. The pier at the center of the area serves multiple 
purposes; it functions as a table, a bench, a playground, a planter, and an 
animal shelter. Its vertical surfaces, made of rammed earth, are excava-

ted to create burrows, nests and passages, while the horizontal surface 
is assembled by reusing the same plywood boards used to cast the walls. 
Both human and non-human visitors are encouraged to engage with the 
space, utilizing the pier as a public infrastructure for sitting, resting, ea-
ting, walking, and potentially inventing new uses. The area can also serve 

as a venue for talks and discussions about potential futures.
The project has a minimal environmental footprint. After two years of 
existence, its walls could be demolished, the plywood chopped and 
mixed with the ground. Nourished by the efforts of its animal and plant 
inhabitants, it could be repurposed to breathe life into another area.
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“It’s coexistence or no existence”
Bertrand Russell 

Hummingbird  American robin 
(Turdus migratorius)

Pileated woodpecker 
(Dryocopus pileatus)

Reindeer copy
(Rangifer tarandus)

Moose
(Alces alces)

Red Fox 
(Vulpes vulpes)

SnowShoe Hare 
(Lepus americanus)

Raccoon 
(Procyon lotor)

Thatching Ants 
(Formicidae Latreille)

 American goldfinch 
(Spinus tristis)

White-breasted nuthatch 
(Sitta carolinensis)

 House sparrow 
(Passer domesticus)

American Mink 
(Neogale vison)

American Marten
(Martes americana)

Pocket gopher 
(Thomomys bottae) 

North american river ot-
ter (Lontra canadensis)

Star-nosed mole 
(Condylura cristata)

Virginia Opossum 
(Didelphis virginiana)

Chipmunk 
(Tamias striatus)

Deer mouse 
(Peromyscus)

Fox squirrel 
(Sciurus niger)

Groundhog 
(Marmota monax)

Deschampsia cespitosa Monarda fistulosa Allium schoenoprasum Solidago canadensis Achillea millefolium Asclepias syriaca Lathyrus japonicus Stylophorum diphyllum Anthemis tinctoria Baptisia albaEchinops ritro Galium borealeLysimachia fraseriAmerican dagger moth 
(Acronicta americana)

Poa pratensis Elymus canadensis

Spicebush Swallowtail 
(Papilio troilus)

Physocarpus opulifolius Spiraea abla latifolia Kalmia angustifolia Juniperus communis Robus odoratus Amelanchier canadensis Acer saccharinum Quercus coccinea Acer rubrum Cornus canadesis Amelanchier Poa annua Hordeum jubatum Juncus tenuisSchizachyrium scoparium

Bicolored striped 
sweat bee

Black blister beetle 
(Epicauta pensylvanica)

Worm 
(Lumbricus terrestris)

Eastern red centipede

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 
(Papilio glaucus)

Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus)

Red Admiral 
(Vanessa atalanta)



MAKING OF THE RAMMED EARTH WALLS

INTRODUCING SOIL FOR PLANTS

1 Plywood formwork filled with layer of 
earth mix with gravel, clay, etc.

2 Layer compacted using phenumatic 
backfill tamper

3 Horizontal layers of moist earth added 
and compressed

4 Later the framework is removed to 
reveal the rammed earth wall

CREATING HABITATS FOR ANIMALS

elevation - 1:75 section - 1:75

axonometric view 


